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"Lord Mansfield: You have met with great applause to-day. You never acted better?
One can imagine something of the " bated breath and whispering humbleness" with which Macklin addressed the court, explaining his sense of the humanity, nay, the awfulness, of the advice he had received from the Bench. Nor can one believe that his generous offer to the defendants in the trial was given without some knowledge of the stage effect to be produced by his words. Even the judge himself seems to have been overwhelmed by the theatricality of the atmosphere, and to have delivered the *tag' to his judgment as though it had been the blessing of a heavy father. But in all seriousness, Macklin had done the right thing, and the drama in the law courts was well ended in accordance with the dictates of poetic justice. The persecuted Macklin was once more restored to popular favour, and the wicked conspirators defeated.
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